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TEMPEST was coined as a codename for the National Security Agency (NSA) of USA operation to secure 

electronic communications equipment from potential eavesdroppers and vice versa the ability to intercept and 

interpret those signals from other sources. It is a major surveillance system of the NSA. Surveillance, which is 

the monitoring of the behavior, activities, or other changing information, usually of people and often in a sur-

reptitious manner, is very useful to governments and law enforcement to maintain social control, recognize and 

monitor threats, and prevent/investigate criminal activity. It is generally considered to be a weapon with which 

to fight organised crime or terrorism. Various types of surveillance systems exist for use by agencies. These 

systems are sometimes accepted in the society because of the belief that these tools protect society from terror-

ists and criminals. There are also legal aspects of surveillance. As a result some civil rights groups oppose sur-

veillance as a violation of people's right to privacy. The TEMPEST technology, emissions or emanations from 

electronic components of electromagnetic radiation in the form of radio signals constitute a major surveillance 

system. These emanations or signals on a target can be propagated by four basic means: electromagnetic radia-

tion, line conduction, fortuitous conduction and acoustics. They are then used to intercept the electro-magnetic 

waves over the air and can capture signals through the walls of computer screen. The tempest technique en-

ables the software on a computer to control the electromagnetic radiation it transmits. This can be used for 

both attack and defence. The use of Tempest technology has in many ways helped NSA of USA to overcome 

the worst enemy of mankind - terrorist invasion. Nigeria is expected to embrace the challenge of preventing 

TEMPEST attacks of her military and diplomatic data by improving and updating its military surveillance sys-

tems. Doing this would be a great service to the Nigerian nation. 
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