
In the life of any man, there comes a time when 
he feels a need to proclaim and/or assert himself. 
So also in the life of a professional bloc there 
comes a point where they feel a need to emerge 
from the shadows and become more obviously 
professional. Thus it was for what should rightly 
be called the African medical physics and bio-
medical engineering community.     
 This community has had to grapple with a 
lot of professional difficulties including those 
peculiar to a developing region or continent. In 
the context of the medical physics and biomedi-
cal engineering communities, the factor of 
'developing region' would include a region in 
which medical physicists, biomedical engineers 
do not have sufficient resources to function ef-
fectively, whether individually or collectively, 
probably due to limited logistical and financial 
resources, limited or lack of access to profes-
sional information or the lack of opportunities to 
meet with professional colleagues.  
 It is on record that both the African medi-
cal physicists and biomedical engineers have 
separately made frantic efforts to establish their 
professional organizations. The medical physi-
cists have the Federation of African Medical 
Physics Organisation (FAMPO) and the bio-
medical engineers, the African Union of Bio-
medical Engineering and Sciences (AUBES) 
<http://www.africanbmes.org>. 
 These efforts had severally been and will 
continue to be strengthened during the triennial 
world congress of medical physics and biomedi-
cal engineering organized by the International 
Union of Physical and Engineering Sciences in 
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Medicine (IUPESM). Although, a substantive 
umbrella body uniting medical physics and bio-
medical engineering in Africa  is yet to be, these 
desperate efforts depict the region’s desire to de-
velop a professional identity. 
 Nevertheless, if African medical physics 
and biomedical engineering community is to de-
velop a professional identity, like every other 
regional professional bodies, it must do three 
things: establish for itself a permanent umbrella 
body to coordinate the activities necessary to 
support a growing membership; establish a 
learned journal of international stature which 
could be a vehicle for the members work; and 
establish the means of enabling those who re-
garded themselves as professionals to become 
recognized as such.  
 The first and last of these are yet to be 
tackled. In addressing the second, the commu-
nity started with the name African Journal of 
Biomedical Engineering and Sciences. This was 
not to be as the medical physicists felt left out. 
With a few suggestions and consultations, the 
journal’s name as it is now became enlarged to 
accommodate fully both medical physics and 
biomedical engineering. Hence the name African 
Journal of Medical Physics, Biomedical Engi-
neering and Sciences was adopted.  
 Although the African Journal of Medical 
Physics, Biomedical Engineering and Sciences 
(AJMBS) is a journal of African Union of Bio-
medical Engineering and Sciences (AUBES), it 
is meant to bring together the entire African 
communities of medical physics and biomedical 
engineering. This is because, the establishment 



of ‘a learned journal of international stature 
which could be a vehicle for the members work’ 
is a major requirement to develop a professional 
identity for African medical physics and bio-
medical engineering. 
 AJMBS is a cross-disciplinary, interna-
tional medium for exchange of important re-
search, ideas and information on all aspects of 
medical physics, biomedical engineering and 
sciences . It has the objectives to merge the bio-
logical, medical and clinical sciences with engi-
neering and physics into new diagnostic and 
therapeutic technologies and devices; to present 
novel methods and innovations for solving pecu-
liar biomedical and health problems in Africa; to 
publish and promote the results of works by Af-
rican medical physics and biomedical engineer-
ing and science professionals scattered all over 
Africa and outside Africa; to publish works by 
non-African professionals practising in Africa or 
whose works have relevance to Africa. 
 AJMBS focuses on areas such as bio-
medical electronics, informatics, instrumenta-
tion, physics, imaging, research, equipment 
management, optics and robotics; radiation, im-
aging, health, engineering, nuclear and radio-
therapy physics; radiation protection and do-
simetry; radiation chemistry; biotechnology; 
health and safety; bio-mechanical, public health, 
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clinical, rehabilitation, tissue, biomaterials, in-
dustrial, bioprocess, genetic, neural and bio-
chemical engineering; biomathematics and bio-
statistics; biosensing and biosignal processing; 
e-health; radiotherapy and radiation safety; 
physiological measurement; biopharmaceutical 
technology; nanotechnology; and computer-
assisted surgery. 
 Now that the African medical physics and 
biomedical engineering community has estab-
lished ‘a learned journal of international stature 
as a vehicle for its members work, the need for 
IUPESM in line with its statutes to commence 
the coordination of activities of mutual interest 
to engineering and physical science within the 
healthcare field, including the required regional 
scientific and technical publications is over-
whelming now more than ever in the African 
region.  
 Therefore, with the birth of  African Jour-
nal of Medical Physics, Biomedical Engineering 
and Sciences, the journey to develop a profes-
sional identity for African medical physics and 
biomedical engineering has just started.  
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